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At over 90 years old, Roman Zaleski continues to work passionately every day—most often in his office in Milan, and sometimes at the headquarters of the Metalcam steel mill in Breno. This 
small Alpine town in Val Camonica is, in fact, the historic epicenter of the industrial and financial empire he has built since the 1980s. 

Starting from nothing, Roman Zaleski managed to reach the pinnacle of his career in Italy, a country that was not his own. In 2007, he became the fourth-wealthiest French entrepreneur, and 
the following year, he founded one of Poland’s largest private banks. He also supports numerous philanthropic initiatives and has established two foundations that promote scientific and 
artistic projects. He has also built up an exceptional collection of Persian and Arras tapestries. And he continues to nurture his passion for a game in which he is one of the champions: bridge. 

However, the man whom the Italians in his circle respectfully call “Ingegnere Zaleski” is almost unknown to the general public. From his homeland of Poland to Lombardy, his adopted region, 
and France — where he was born and spent many years honing his skills — we discover the unexpected journey and remarkable personality of this fascinating, multifaceted European.
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